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In Tanzania:
Neema Crafts Centre for People with Disabilities,
P.O. Box 329,
Iringa,
Tanzania

Tel: +255 26 2702499
E-mail: neemacrafts@gmail.com
Web: www.neemacrafts.com

Trustees and legal status of Neema Crafts Centre, Tanzania:
Registered as part of the Diocese of Ruaha A.C.T.  (currently registering as an F.B.O.)

Trustees: Chairman: Rev. Mote Magomba

       Board Members: Mrs. Gladys. Mtetemela Mr. David Masasi
Mr Jalome Mlele Mrs. Elizabeth Massawa
Mr. Yobst Deliza Mr. John Almasi
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Information published by DFID in 2003 states that seventy percent of disabled people in the world
live in developing countries, 82 percent of whom live below the poverty line, and that disability
directly affects one in four families in developing countries.  These figures accord with the situation
in Iringa.  As a region, Iringa has one of the highest proportions of people with disabilities in
Tanzania (Kilolo District  to the east and south of Iringa town recorded over 15% of the adult
population as severely disabled in the last National Census, one of the highest rates in Tanzania),
yet there were no initiatives whatsoever to provide them with vocational training or employment, or
to change negative attitudes to disabled people.  

Neema Crafts Workshop U.K.
A separate legal entity set up and regulated under the charities law of the U.K. 
registered U.K. Charity no. 1117305
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To relieve the financial hardship or other charitable needs of people with disabilities at

Neema Crafts Centre in Iringa, Tanzania, of those people with disabilities who are
connected to the centre, to enable them to obtain training in appropriate skills by such
means as the trustees determine from time to time, providing they are recognised as

charitable according to U.K. Charitable law. 

Contact in the UK: Neema Crafts Workshop U.K.
30 Lord Romney's Hill,
Ashford Road,
Bearsted,
Kent ME14 4LP

Tel/fax: +44 1622 737165
e-mail:   roger.hart@onetel.net
Web:  www.neemacrafts.com

Patron and trustees of Neema Crafts Workshop U.K.:

Patron: Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali
Chair:  Dr. Edward Garrett
Trustees: Dr. Roger Hart

Mrs Claire White
Miss Cathy Sampson



������	���
	����������������������	��������
Neema Crafts Workshop was started in October 2003 by the Anglican Diocese of Ruaha in Iringa,
to meet the training and employment needs of the many people with disabilities in the region.  This
was in response to figures in the previous National Census which showed a high proportion of the
local population has severe disabilities.  Interviews we conducted with members of local disability
groups and government hospital representatives showed that people with disabilities felt they were
excluded from economic, social and cultural development within their society.   As a result, the
majority  of  people  with  disabilities  lived  in  extreme  poverty,  and  suffered  exclusion  from
opportunities available to able-bodied people, due to the stigma attached to their disabilities. Neema
Crafts Workshop was set up in an attempt to tackle these issues.
 
Neema Crafts Workshop was set up by Mrs Susie Hart, (a CMS Mission Partner from the UK who
works for the diocese) as a not-for-profit enterprise. Susie Hart continues to run it in the role of
Director, together with a team of Tanzanian staff whom she has trained.  After an initial donation for
setting up costs of less than £500 from a  UK trust, the running costs of the workshop have been
covered entirely by revenue from sales of the goods sold and small donations.  There is an excellent
local and overseas market for the type of products produced at Neema Crafts which has enabled  the
core workshop to become financially self-sustainable.

We began in 2003 with three deaf people (Josphat,  Godfrey
and David), who were trained how to make hand-made paper
from sustainable resources such as maize leaves, elephant dung
and recycled paper. Within the first 12 months the number of
deaf people trained and employed at the workshop had risen to
15, and 10 people with physical  disabilities  had been given
training and employment in bead-work.  Now, in November
2009, Neema Crafts employs 103 people and has moved to a
purpose built  Centre and since 2004 has added several  new
workshop and services areas:  Weaving, Micro-solar, Bottles-
to-beads (recycled glass beads), Ceramics, Candles, Tailoring,
Batik/printing,  Restaurant,  Conference Facility,  Internet  Café
and a Physiotherapy Unit for disabled children.
All participants have been lifted out of extreme poverty and reliance on street begging, to self-
sufficiency and a greatly improved level  of  self-esteem. Public  attitudes to and perceptions of

Our 3rd Anniversary Celebrations Outside The Old Neema Crafts Building

Godfrey, Josphat and David with
Susie Hart in the early days



people with disabilities are also being changed for the better as local visitors to the workshop
(which have included high-level local government officials, local policy makers and employers),
see how capable people with disabilities are when given the opportunity to reach their full potential.

 
Our Strategy at Neema Crafts Centre is to train up a long term workforce of deaf
and disabled people who can become highly skilled artisans producing beautiful
items and supporting themselves and their families, living successful and fulfilled
lives in the community.  By doing this we can show the wider population, and local
employers, the employ-ability and the skills these people have giving other disabled
people a fair chance in the workplace.  We try to help people realise that disabled
people can be a valuable part of the community and should not be written off as a
burden to society.  

We also seek to highlight the issues of disability to local and, where possible, National Government.
When Neema Crafts started 6 years ago, the common response from government, when asked what
was happening on disability issues, was “what issues?”  From some of the stories which follow you
can see how that has now changed, in part due to our lobbying and witness in the community.

Johari
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Director/Founder:      Mrs Susan Claire Hart B.A. Cert. Dev.Studies  (Physically disabled)

Office Manager:      Mr. Andrew Hart  M.A. Vet M.B. M.R.C.V.S.  Dip.T.V.M. (able-bodied)

Finance Manager:      Mr. Destory Wilson B.B.A. (able-bodied)

Production Manager:      Miss Enni Mwidowe (able-bodied)

Physiotherapist:      Miss Beatrice Swai Dip Phys. Ther. (able-bodied)

Department managers:

Cashier: Mr. Titus Mbwawa (Physically disabled)

Stock/Orders: Mr. Yabat Kikote (Physically disabled)

Restaurant/Conference: Mrs Suniva Komba (able-bodied)

Paper: Mr. Modestus Mbylini(Profoundly deaf)

Batik/Print: Mr. Patrick Mpogole (Profoundly deaf)

Weaving: Mr Benjamin Chaula (Physically disabled)

Bottles-to-Beads: Mr Jeremiah Chaula (Physically disabled)

Solar: Mr. Joely Haule (Physically disabled)

Out-Workers: Miss Chiku Msola (Physically disabled)

Shop: Mr. Haruna Mbata (Physically disabled)

Kitchens: Mr. Charles Shitindi (Profoundly deaf)
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Neema Crafts began 2008 in cramped conditions: we were based in a dark and dusty warehouse
space in Iringa.  Our workforce of deaf and disabled people had expanded to fill every available
space and it was all managed from a tiny office space with room for one dilapidated computer and a
filing cabinet positioned to avoid the leaks in the roof when the rains came.  We started 2008 here
with a workforce of 62 and finished 2009 in our new building with 103 deaf and disabled people in
full time work, lifted out of poverty, at our new Centre.  

Our focus during the years was on two major projects as well as keeping the day-to-day activities
ongoing. Targeted areas from our previous plans for the year were put on hold to a large extent
(such as sourcing new markets within Tanzania and overseas) to focus on these two areas.  

The first of these was the construction of a New purpose built premises for Neema Crafts, which
would allow us to expand and to run what we were currently doing in a much more efficient and
satisfactory way.

The second was to undertake a U.K. tour with our deaf dance and drumming group.
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This project (fund-raising and construction) has
spanned  these  past  two  years,  so  a  combined
annual report was deemed appropriate!  We are
incredibly grateful to all  those individuals and
organisations who so kindly helped us reach our
target.  You have helped create a fabulous new
resource  for  the  deaf  and  disabled  people  in
Iringa.  We now have well designed workshop
spaces allowing us to work more efficiently and
employ more deaf and disabled people. We are
much more visible in the local community and

have seen a huge range of new people through our doors from every corner of the local community
and many from elsewhere in Tanzania and overseas. This has included Tanzanians and others in key
positions (government ministers, high court judges, ambassadors etc.) and has allowed us to open
their  eyes to  the issues surrounding disabled people and especially,  through our  physiotherapy
department, issues surrounding disabled children.  

As well as more space for the existing workshops, the new building has allowed us
to expand our café into a full restaurant. Additionally, we now have a room which
can be used as a conference venue or for concerts, celebrations etc..  

This has been a welcome boost, both to income and to
the number and range of people who are coming through
our  doors.  The  new  restaurant  space  even  features  a
fantastic children's corner.  Our range of food and our
range of cakes has increased along with the increase in
customers;  we  have  been  able  to  take  on  extra  deaf
people  to  work  in  our  kitchen/restaurant  and  have
welcomed Mrs. Suniva Komba as our Café/Conference
Manger.

Neema Conference Room



With the new space we have been able to start  tailoring training for  deaf  and
disabled people, who for so long have been unable to access courses available to
able-bodied people in town.  We have 10 deaf students nearing the end of the first
10 month course.  They will leave with their tailoring skills, a sewing machine,
sewing start-up kit and business training to help them overcome their disabilities in
the workplace.  These courses cannot happen on their own as our regular income is
not enough to cover them. We are very grateful for the funding help given by the

Diplomatic Spouses group in Dar-es-Salaam for this course.  We hope to soon see our first trainees
set up in business and they will also help us to fulfill big orders as we will be able to outsource to
them when we need to, to help both them and us.

In November 2009 we also started our new Neema Crafts Internet Café, with 14 computers kindly
donated by Fishcuffs Ltd. U.K. through Computer Aid.  As well as adding a new revenue stream to
Neema Crafts, this will allow us to start training disabled and deaf people in computer skills, a
valuable skill to help them find employment outside the Centre.  (At the time of writing we are still
looking for help to fund this computer training).

The final new area in the building is our impressive Physiotherapy Unit run by our physiotherapist
Beatrice and her assistant  Paulina.   Thanks to the new facilities,  we are now seeing over 100
disabled children regularly for treatment.  

When we started Neema Crafts 6 years ago, the issue of adult disability
was  not  even  on  the  agenda,  that  has  now  changed.  Through  the
Physiotherapy  unit  we  are  able   to  highlight  the  hidden  issues  of
disabled children.  We hope to work more on this advocacy in the future
to help the next generation grow up with far less severe disabilities than
they would otherwise have.  We thank our generous supporters for their
help in funding this over the last year, we are seeing a huge impact on
the lives of the children who attend regularly and their families.  It is a
very special thing to see parents come alive again as they realise how

special their child is and how much hope they can have, especially as they see the disabled workers
at Neema living such productive lives and supporting their own families. You are all a part of that,
thank you. 

We would like to thank all those who have helped us to build such a fantastic new Centre.  To all of
you  who  so  generously  supported  us  (a  special  thanks  to  the  Japanese  government's  GGHSP
programme  and  St.  Aidan's  School,  Harrogate  and  their  Zawadi  team),  to  our  building  team
(including the team of deaf lads who manufactured all the concrete blocks used in the construction)
and to the Leadership of the Diocese of Ruaha for helping us realise our dream.
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In September 2008, at the invitation of C.M.S., we took our deaf dance
and drumming group on a  three week U.K. Tour. Our  amazing deaf
musician, Patrick, who made all the instruments himself, and our lead
deaf dancers Zawadi  and Godfrey,  together with the rest of  the team
danced and performed their way across the U.K.  They were a big hit at
the Greenbelt  festival  and then went  on  to  perform in  churches  and
schools  across  Yorkshire  and the South East  of  England.   It  was an
incredible  adventure  for  them  and  also  an  amazing  opportunity  to
highlight issues faced by disabled and deaf people in East Africa to a

U.K. audience.  We helped hundreds of festival goers at Greenbelt make their own elephant dung
paper (elephant dung kindly donated by Whipsnade Zoo) and shared with them the Neema Crafts
story and the stories of many of our workers.  Perhaps we should let some of the team share their
own experiences of the tour:

Beatrice at work 



Haruna:  My trip to the UK was very fantastic, especially since it was my first time to go there, and not only
that but also the new things I saw such as: flying, very big roads with lots of different types of transport,
museums, historical sites and the general infrastructure everywhere. We were amazed at the level of material
development in UK. The biggest impression was made by the people, who were very kind but also very
busy! One of our favourite things we saw was the blue whale at the National History Museum in London. We
couldn’t believe our eyes! It made me think, how great is God if he can make something as marvelous as
that! 

Zawadi & Valeriana:  We had many wonderful experiences  like visiting museums, seeing different types
of animals and new technologies. We tried our best to teach English people that all human beings are the
same, no matter where they are from or what different abilities they might have. The people were amazed to
see that we deaf people could dance and also create very good handicrafts. Everyone was very happy and
gave us lots of praise, and Neema Crafts too for all the work of helping deaf and other disabled people. We're
so grateful to CMS for inviting us to go and  give thanks to God for making it possible.

Patrick: We were welcomed so warmly by CMS, and by everyone in the
UK.. We shared a lot of good experiences with people there, especially in
the churches we visited and the host families who looked after us.  It was
great when Pastor Yemi from CMS took us to the black-majority churches
in London and he preached very well about how God can work through
people like us. Other favourite experiences were visiting a Yorkshire farm
and seeing the animals, historical sites, different transport and the
amazing St. Aidan's  High School in Harrogate—we couldn't believe the
facilities there! 

Godfrey: There were so many great things it’s hard to know where to start. I enjoyed meeting the people
everywhere we went and sharing with English people. Mostly I enjoyed performing as I love to dance and
show people what I can do, and I just wished we could have stayed longer! 

We  asked  some  of  our  staff  to  list  what  they  thought  the  main
achievements at Neema Crafts Centre have been, here are some of their
thoughts (in their own words):

� Neema Crafts has widened the Government's vision for the people
with disabilities that they “CAN”, which led the government to do some
different things as a sign of new respect for us, e.g. I won't forget the day of
when the Uhuru torch (national symbol of Tanzania) came and was given to
us to hold!  (Haruna Mbata)

� Neema Crafts  has  had  success  to  remove  the negative attitude in
society against disabled people.  I  can see many people wondering when
they see our activities, even leaders and politicians. They have been amazed
with the talents of disabled people. People now come to me for help. Before
Neema Crafts no one would think to ask for help from a disabled person,
that  makes  me proud!   If  Neema can  exist  for  ever,  it  will  completely
eliminate  negative  attitudes  to  disabled  people  in  society!  (Benjamin
Chaula) 

� I am proud that we have become a place tourists love to visit.  Many
of them have told me that Neema was the best thing they saw in Tanzania,
even better than the lions!! (Destory Wilson)

Haruna

Chaula

Destory
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Advocacy
We  have  been  active  over  the  last  few  years  in  highlighting  the  issues  of  disability  to  the
Government. During the last two years we have begun to see the fruits of this work as the following
two events illustrate:

In 2008, shortly before the Olympics, the Tanzanian team toured
the country with the National  symbol  of  Tanzania,  the Uhuru
torch.  Two locations in each region of the country were selected
and amazingly,  we were chosen as one of those for the Iringa
region.  The torch came with full military escort and the crowds
were kept  well  back.   The dignitaries accompanying the torch
toured the workshops seeing many of our disabled staff at work
and listened to their  stories.  When the tour was over and the
main speech was to be given, the senior official threw down his
speech and stated he had something different to say, he went on:

“The usual protocol with this torch, our national symbol, is for
only the most important people to hold it. The President, Prime
Minister and other very senior people only.  But what I have seen
today  and  what  I  have  seen  these  disabled  people  achieving
means I must change the protocol.  I want everyone at Neema
Crafts to hold this torch!”  

He made us all line up and the torch was passed down the line
from hand to hand.  At the front was Kasim, who crawls on the
ground as a result of polio. As the torch bearer went down on his
knees to hand him the torch, Kasim's life completed a remarkable
turnaround, from begging on the streets, alone and ignored three
years previously, to being honoured holding his national symbol!

This year, the President of Tanzania, Kikwete visited Iringa.  Four years ago when the previous
president visited and spoke in the town's stadium, disabled people struggled to be allowed in.  This
time our deaf dance and drumming group danced for the President. The disabled people, including
all our staff, were given seats in the front row before the President.

We are now shifting our focus to the issues of disabled children in Tanzania. Here again is an area
where the common response is “what issues?”. Thanks to all our supporters for their help over the
years which has enabled us to push disability onto the agenda.  We ask you to still walk with us as
we now try and highlight the far more deeply hidden issue of disabled children in Tanzania.

Patrick holding the Uhuru Torch

Hanifa (Cerebral
Palsy)

Jackson and his brother
(Brittle bone disease) Zachia (Cerebral Palsy)
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In 2009 we have had our first successes in persuading local employers to
take on deaf and disabled workers. A local painter has apprenticed Daniel
Sanga who is profoundly deaf from our waiting list and a business man has
asked us  to  find  him 14 deaf  and  disabled  workers  for  a  'French Fry'
factory  he  is  starting  in  town.   With  the  20  people who  have  nearly
completed the first tailoring course thanks to the Dar-es-Salaam Diplomatic
Spouses  group's  generous  funding,  we  will  soon  be  able  to  open  our
waiting list again to the many disabled people who continue to come to us
every week asking for work.  In the new year we will run another tailoring
course and if we can secure funding, a computer training course. This is the
start of achieving a long held vision: by having a long term workforce who
are highly skilled, we can help other disabled people into employment once
we help open the eyes of local employers to their potential.
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Since we started Neema Crafts 6 years ago, we have paid our workers a fair wage - as high above
the minimum wage as we could financially manage - and we have also encouraged and given
training in personal financial management.  As a result, several of our workers over the last two
years have been able to buy land and build a house.  In Tanzania this means security for your
family. To see people now living in a house they have built on land they own, who a few years ago
were begging on the streets with no hope, is a fabulous confirmation for us of what can be achieved.

Hezron Kyando (36) who worked in our weaving workshop has just moved
into his own house that he and his wife have built.  Hezron is paralysed from
the waist down as the result of a road traffic accident. Here is his story:

“I kept trying to tell my wife to leave me. I was sure she’d be better without
me. I knew I was holding her and our children back and other people were
telling her to leave me too. I remember just waiting; waiting to see whether
she would go or not.

I’d been in hospital for one and a half years and after coming home, I became very depressed. I
hated myself for the burden I’d become after the accident I’d been in and I wanted to die. I felt so
guilty. I kept asking God to take me away and inside I was despairing. Every day I felt bad. I barely
spoke, I  had so little confidence and energy,  I  just stayed on my bed in the dark all  day.  Just
recalling it now makes me upset.  
The road accident happened in December 2002. I was traveling home one night in the back of a
lorry from Dar Es Salaam. The driver was tired and suddenly lost control of the vehicle. We crashed
into the verge and turned over. I woke up in hospital to hear six people I’d been traveling with had
died – three at the scene and three that night at the hospital. The doctors thought I was going to die
too and when I was conscious, they told me my spine was broken in two places and I’d never walk
again. There was nothing they could do for me. I was lost for words, I couldn’t think properly and I
was so frightened I was going to die.
Shortly after this, I found out the accident had also made me infertile and I could no longer go to the
toilet properly either.  All the damage was permanent and I had to stay away from home in Dar es
Salaam indefinitely for treatment. 
My wife was pregnant with our fourth child when all this happened and she stayed at the hospital
with me as much as she could. She didn’t respond when people told her to leave me, even I told her
to take the children and leave when I was at my most depressed. She was patient and was always
there for me. 
When I eventually made it back home to Iringa, I had no wheelchair, so she had to carry me in and
out of the house. I crawled everywhere and felt so ashamed, I could not even hold and hug my
children. I was like a fifth child for her to look after. She had to stay at home to look after the
children and I all the time. 

A Neema Crafts Micro-
Solar Panel charging a
mobile phone

Hezron Weaving



Because of this, she couldn’t go out to work and I obviously couldn’t  work either. My mother
helped us out with the children so she had a little more free time to cook chapatis to sell, but
sometimes days would pass without getting any food. It  was an extremely difficult time. Some
members of my church clubbed together for a wheelchair, which gave me some encouragement. But
we survived like this, day by day for seven months until we decided to visit Neema. 
When I met Susie, I told her all of my problems and wondered if there was anything that could be
done. I  was sure I’d reached a dead end. But after being accepted and trained in the weaving
workshop for six months, my outlook slowly began to improve. 
I’ve been here for four years now and make scarves, cushion covers, clothes, hammocks, rugs and
table-mats. I put the money I earn towards my children and finishing building our new house. Life
is better now. I know Neema Crafts is taking care of my family and I. I feel I’m able to support my
wife too, who for around three years had to face everything alone. 
She started off cooking and selling food to Neema around the same time I began working there.
After three months, she got accepted for a job on the premises permanently. It’s good to be able to
work together. Compared with how things were before, we’ve seen many positive changes. 
But I still regularly think to myself, “What would life be like if I wasn’t disabled?” I had a good life
before; growing and selling crops, a house, a working body and independence. I led a normal life.
Then everything changed in a matter of hours and I was the lowest I had ever been.
I’ve been asking God to help me to finish building my own house and prepare for the future. Even
the smallest of houses I dreamt of, now with what we earn at Neema and other help they have given
that dream has happened.  We are full of joy every morning when we wake up under our own roof!”
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Aside from several online videos, a burgeoning Neema Crafts Facebook
community and many press items in Newspapers from as far afield as
the U.K., Australia and Finland, we are now attracting top international
recognition for our work here in Iringa. We hope this will lead to new
support and new openings to share our message and our stories with a
wider audience. We recently welcomed both the National Geographic
magazine and the Times newspaper (U.K.) who will be featuring us in
upcoming issues.  This is great exposure for us and our partners and we
hope the beginning of many new partnerships.
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First a short history of this special part of Neema Crafts... 

The Physiotherapy department was started in 2007 to provide much-needed services for disabled
children in the area, and also the adults already at Neema Crafts. As well as seeing patients at
Neema Crafts, once a week our Physiotherapist Beatrice, and her Masai assistant Paulina, traveled
to rural  villages where we started an outreach service targeting disabled village children.  This
service has already been a real eye-opener for all involved. According to national census figures,
around ten percent of people in Tanzania have a disability; yet disabled children are rarely seen in
the villages. Due to the tremendous stigma of having a disability they are often hidden away. Some
parents think they have been cursed and worry that  the marriage prospects of their other children
will be affected if people know there is a disabled child in the family. The child may also be hidden
because the parents do not know what they can do or where they can turn for help. 

Beatrice writes with news from this year...

I Praise God we have a wonderful new Physio room in our new Centre. We now have good light to
examine patients by and room to hold weekly play groups for disabled children, which Paulina
takes while I get a chance to do some one-to-one counseling with the mothers.  We have run without
funding for the last year, which sadly meant we were only able to carry out our village visits when a
vehicle was going out for another reason. However we are delighted that we have been able to build

The four deaf stars of the
online film 'Storie Nne'



up the number of children we see regularly at the Centre to 102 and still have space for many more.

We have also been able to send Paulina, who is disabled herself, to visit some Masai villages to talk
to the women in their own language about childhood disability issues and to share with them the
help and care they can find at Neema Crafts Centre.

In 2009 we have built good relationships with the hospital thanks to Dr. Shehan, a Paediatrician. All
disabled children presented or born at the hospital are now referred to us, as the hospital does not
have the capacity to treat them. We have also built relationships with two other projects.  We now
provide Physiotherapy services to Nyumba Ali, a day care centre for disabled children run by an
Italian NGO and an orphanage for disabled children in Ilula village ½ hour out of Iringa.  These
children are in addition to the 102 we see at the Centre.  We have also been able to show several
government  officials  around  and  share  with  them the forgotten  issue  of  disabled  children  in
Tanzania.

I was very pleased to welcome skilled physio volunteers from the U.K. who have helped us in our
training and improved the treatments we offer.  I want to express my thanks you to them all and  to
all those who helped us with donated equipment, you have helped make a huge difference to these
children and their families.

We have seen children walk who have never walked before.  We have seen parents with no hope,
come to life again as we help them realise that the future for the child they love is not as bleak as
their society has made them believe. We are very aware that the parents often need help as well as
the child. We have to help them believe in a future for their child and helping their child improve.
Showing them around the Neema Crafts Centre and seeing disabled people living fulfilled lives and
supporting their own families is about the best thing we can do.

Musa's story:

One boy of eleven, called Musa, has cerebral palsy. He has never spoken or
walked. His grandmother, who loves him dearly, looks after him. She was
told by everyone around her that Musa could never do anything, so for
eleven years he had just sat at home. His brothers, sisters and cousins have
all helped around the house as well as going to their school while Musa sat
for the eleven years. After our first visit where we showed the grandmother
how to do some simple exercises to help Musa, she became inspired. 

We returned a week later to find she had made a set of crutches (not great but
from the best material she had) and Musa had managed to walk with them
for the very first time. She had made a bar he could hold so he could stand up
against the wall of the mud hut. She banged two metal rods into the wall and
tied a dried maize stem across them. Musa proudly showed them to us.

Four months down the road, Neema Crafts Centre funding has enabled Musa to have surgery to free
the contracture in his leg and is walking unaided. He walks to school each day and is doing so well
that he has been moved up a year group already despite his disability.

The sight of him walking through the village each day, attending school is having a great effect on
the village. Parents, who once wrote Musa off, are quietly coming forward to say they have a child
hidden away at home with a disability, and can we come and visit. Disability issues are now being
talked about in the open. Musa is a ray of light and hope, really a little miracle in his community.

And Finally from our Physio...

    With the help of volunteer teachers from the Iringa International School we have started a
disabled sitting volleyball team.  They are steadily improving and getting good exercise as well as
having a fantastic time. We are investigating the possibility that we could form the nucleus of a
Tanzanian team, with the possibility of representing the country at the London 2012 Para-Olympics.
A high goal to aim for, we know, but sometimes it pays to dream.

Beatrice with Musa
the first time he
walked on his own.
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The Guest House.  We are currently fund-raising for, and hope in
the new year to start to build the first fully disabled run guest house
in Africa.  It will finish our new Centre, being built on the current
flat roof above the workshop area and finally make this part of the
building weather proof.  The 9 en-suite rooms will be built with the
environment in mind.  We will connect our 72,000 litre rainwater
collection to provide water for the guest house and café/restaurant.
We also plan to have solar water heaters installed (plenty of sun
here!) and are approaching organisations to look into the possibility
of solar electricity for lighting.

Market analysis shows that all the guest houses in a similar price range in town are working at full
capacity at present and frequently turn away visitors.  Demand in Iringa has soared due to the rapid
expansion of the Universities in the town.  The guest house will also boost custom in our restaurant,
internet  café,  conference facility and shop.  Most importantly we will  be able to employ more
people off our waiting list and have even more chances to illustrate the great potential disabled
people have.

We are looking to raise £80,000 to fund this project. The entrance
stairs, reception and the lower part of the outer walls are already in
place  but  we  cannot  continue  without  your  support.   Every little
helps, so if you are able to help in any way, big or small, please do get
in touch. We would love to offer people the chance to sponsor and
name a room or even the entire guest house for a suitable donation.
Perhaps  a  memorial  gift,  or  in  recognition  of  a  friend  or  your
business. There are many ways to get involved and help us in this. We
would be very happy to send you our project proposal and any other
details. Please do get in touch, we would love to hear from you.

Advocacy  for  Disabled  Children will  become  our  main  trust  in  communications  with
Government and N.G.O.'s and really anyone who will listen over the coming year.  We have seen
(as you have read) great advances in the way society views disabled adults.  While much more
needs to be done here, opening peoples' eyes to the forgotten and hidden issues of disabled children
can help the next generation grow up to be far less severely disabled than they would otherwise be.
If we can start to tackle this issue now, then maybe in the future we will be talking of 5% of the
adult population severely disabled, rather than the current 10-15%.  There is the potential to benefit
the lives of thousands if we can wake society up and show them what can be done.  We can not do it
all, but we can start, with your help and support.

Site of the New Guest House

Relaxing in the Café

Elezea, in the
weaving workshop

Neema One-Legged
Football Team

Kasim, who works in
our micro-solar area

Grace one of our
out-workers
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Easy:

� Make everyclick.com your online search engine or shop online through them and choose us
as your selected charity. Every time you search the web through them money is donated to
Neema Crafts.

� Join the Neema Crafts 'Facebook' group, keep up to date on what is going on and be part of
our wider community.

� Have a sale of Neema Crafts products.  Please contact our Distribution agent in the U.K.:
Paperworks, in Harrogate, who hold stock for us (we can give you their contact details).
They should have a website up and running very soon so do contact us for details.  You can
buy direct from them or if you want to sell on can ask for wholesale prices.  Why not use the
profit as a fund-raiser for a project or charity? Why not use it to help us build our guest
house or fund the Physio Unit?

More Challenging!

� Fund-raise for us!  Do a sponsored event to help us in our fund-raising.  We are registered
with everyclick.com and justgiving.com.  Both web sites allow you to set up your own fund-
raising pages and collect money easily for us with your supporters able to make donations
online.  Giving directly via our U.K. charity means all your donation and gift aid comes to
us.  We use under 0.4% of income on administration for the U.K. charity making us one of
the most efficient charities around.

� Donate! We need your help to keep activities like the Physiotherapy unit and the tailoring
and computer training courses going.  Every donation is valued, whatever the size.  Please
remember you can give tax efficiently via Neema Crafts Workshop U.K. registered charity,
just contact us for more details.  One-off donations are great, regular giving is even better,
helping us budget and plan more efficiently.

� Getting married?  Why not buy some of your wedding stationary, table dressings, tiara etc.
from us and have a Neema theme to your wedding and give your guests the chance to make
a donation to us as part of your wedding gift list (use justgiving.com to help set this up).

� Have a safari holiday in Ruaha National Park in Tanzania, but make sure you stop in Iringa
and visit us.  Set some time aside and see for yourself what is going on. We promise it will
be the highlight of your visit.  If you can't come, tell others who want to travel here about us.
Every visitor is important to us.  If you visit and like what you see, do write to the guide
books and keep telling them about us, so in each new edition, we get an even better write up.

Most Challenging  (but most fun!!!)

� Volunteer!!  We are often on the look out for volunteers to come and join us here at Neema
Crafts Centre in Iringa.  We are very good at looking after you and would give you a
fabulous time.  Don't think you have nothing to give, you may be surprised!  We have had
and  are  looking  for  volunteers  in  a  wide  range  of  activities  e.g.  Physiotherapy/O.T.,
Catering/kitchen management, Ceramics, kiln building, computing, admin. etc.

You don't have to volunteer by coming to Tanzania, you could volunteer to help us raise
awareness in the U.K.  We have fabulous volunteers who arrange sales and Neema Crafts
events, such as fashion shows and coffee mornings.

� Make a stand on the issues of disability in the developing world.  Write to your M.P. to ask
what the U.K. government is doing to tackle the hidden problem of childhood disability in
Africa, to help the next generation to receive early treatment and grow up as productive and
valued members of society.


